
November 2023
Connect to our webpage for school news, calendars, menus,
multi-page newsletters, staff email addresses, Infinite Campus

parent portal access and more! Columbus webpage

Columbus Elementary &
Appleton Bilingual School

Columbus 920- 852-5450
Appleton Bilingual School 920 - 852-5535

Be sure to update your phone contacts with our new
phone numbers listed above.

Like our Columbus Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/columbusABS/

We will be posting exciting news about upcoming events and
things happening in our classrooms!

Bell Times:
Columbus & ABS Grades K-5: 8:22am-3:20pm
Early Childhood/Title 1 Preschool (Mon-Thurs):
AM: 8:27-11:04am PM: 12:39-3:16pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Full-LengthNewsletter available
on our webpage

1 2 3
NO BGClub

4

5 6 Picture 7
Re-Take Day

8
Vision

Screening

9 10
COL 3-5 Field Trip

Heckrodt
11:15-2:30

11

12 13 14 15 16
COL K-2 Field Trip
PAC 12:30-2pm

17 18

19 20
COL PTO
Mtg 4pm

21 22
No School

Conf Comp Day

23
No School

Thanksgiving Break

24
No School

Thanksgiving Break

25

26 27
No School

Prof Dev Day

28 29 30 Dec 1
NO BGClub

Important message about birthdays and other celebrations:
Please do not bring in snacks/treats for birthdays or other celebrations. The
AASD Board Policy (458) regarding Student Wellness was updated in 2018 in
order to align our school wellness procedures with best practices. This change is
to focus on honoring students through more inclusive practices that are not only
more aligned to the updated policy, but are practices identified as being best
for overall student health and wellness. Policy 458 reads:

Winter Recess Policy
Baby it’s Cold Outside!!

In Wisconsin, we know winter can be brutal! Our
district does follow cold-weather guidelines for when
the students must stay inside to avoid frostbite.

We cannot honor parent requests for their child to
stay inside for recess without a medical excuse from
a doctor. Please be sure your child is dressed for
winter weather each morning as most days students
will be spending their recess outdoors. Thank you. If
your child is in need of winter outerwear, please call
the office and we can help you out.

Reminder: All visitors must sign in at the o�ce and obtain a visitor’s badge.

https://columbus.aasd.k12.wi.us//
https://www.facebook.com/columbusABS/


Fro� th� des� of M�. Canno�……………………..

Hello Families-

Thank you for your support as we close out the first quarter of the school year and I hope everyone who
participated in Halloween trick or treating had a safe and happy time! Thank you for coming to our October
events and it was great to see so many families at our school dance night :). Two things I wanted to share with
you in this space. One, as evidenced this week, consistent snow is not far away and we know there have been
struggles with parking around the building. As with many urban schools, parking is certainly at a premium with
our site being no exception. Below is a map to help you know exactly where to park to avoid any citations
should we hold events after school (besides the church parking lot). We continue to work and inform the city
on any issues that arise but any changes to current zones is a lengthy process. In short, the areas below in
green are open to parking should you need to do so. Any suggestions or feedback is certainly welcome and
appreciated.

Second, our staff have been engaged in many activities to successfully launch a new school year including
gathering student evidence and setting goals for the school year. As a school we are focused on continuous
improvement with our reading and math grade level achievement data as well as closing the achievement gap
for underserved students. There is an increasing focus on phonics in our English Language Arts instruction as
well as providing more support for staff to be able to provide differentiated instruction for all students. We meet
as staff approximately every seven weeks to measure progress students are making towards their learning
goals and recalibrate learning groups to make sure students are getting the right amount of targeted learning.
It is a total team effort and we are blessed with a staff dedicated to doing this work. We are looking forward to
celebrating our successes in the spring.

Best,
Joel





St Joe’s Food Pantry provides food bags for each Thursday to Columbus and ABS families
in need. If your family would benefit from this service, please contact our school social
worker by emailing mcinnesrobert@aasd.k12.wi.us

If you have not completed the application for free/reduced meals and fees, please complete as soon as
possible. It is available through your parent portal on Infinite Campus. Paper copies are available in the
office. You can also print a copy from the foodservice website: Application for Free/Reduced Meals and
Fees . The upcoming Dental Screening also requests completion of this application.

The Columbus PTO would love to have you join us! Our next meeting is Monday, Nov 20 in the
LMC. The meeting runs 4:00-5:00 PM. PTO membership is FREE and activities for kids are provided
in the art room by neighborhood middle schoolers for the duration of the meeting.

mailto:mcinnesrobert@aasd.k12.wi.us
https://foodservice.aasd.k12.wi.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=3244650
https://foodservice.aasd.k12.wi.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=3244650




HEALTH SERVICES * P.O. Box 2019, Appleton, WI 54911 * 920-852-5344

Does Good Attendance Matter?

Success Starts with Attendance

If a student misses 10 days per year for the lifetime of their school

career, that adds up to 140 days… almost a full school year. Research

and experience teach us that students with poor attendance are at

greater risk for school difficulty. Making up missed schoolwork is very

helpful, but missed classroom instruction cannot be made up.

We try to impress upon students that there is a difference between “not feeling well” and being truly sick. We

all know there are times when we do not feel 100%, but still try to make it through the day. Students

understand that parents do this in order to keep their jobs. This is a real “life skill” that employers look for

when hiring. They want employees they can count on to come to work. For students, school is their job.

Common sense can guide parents in deciding when a child is sick enough to be at home. If you are uncertain

about sending your child to school, please reference Is Your Child Well Enough to Go to School from our district

website or please call us. Sometimes a second opinion can be of help! Not only is school attendance a legal

requirement, it encourages behavior that will help your child be successful in life. So while the goal of “perfect

attendance” may not be realistic for all, great school attendance is something to work towards!

Here are some helpful tips:

● Schedule appointments outside of school hours

● Request beginning or end of day appointments

● If appropriate, consider having child return for ½ day if feeling better.

● Ask your provider to write a letter for the time they missed from school

Rev 10/2023

https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/news/what_s_new/is_your_child_well_enough_to_go_to_school_










STUDENT NAME: _________________________________________ GRADE:_________________________


