
October 2023
Connect to our webpage for school news, calendars, menus,
multi-page newsletters, staff email addresses, Infinite Campus

parent portal access and more! Columbus webpage

Columbus Elementary &
Appleton Bilingual School

Columbus 920- 852-5450
Appleton Bilingual School 920 - 852-5535

Be sure to update your phone contacts with our new
phone numbers listed above.

Like our Columbus Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/columbusABS/

We will be posting exciting news about upcoming events and
things happening in our classrooms!

Bell Times:
Columbus & ABS Grades K-5: 8:22am-3:20pm
Early Childhood/Title 1 Preschool (Mon-Thurs):
AM: 8:27-11:04am PM: 12:39-3:16pm
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Reminder: All visitors must check in at the office to sign in and obtain a visitor name badge. Thank you!

If you have not completed the application for free/reduced meals and fees, please complete as soon as
possible. It is available through your parent portal on Infinite Campus. Paper copies are available in the
office. You can also print a copy from the foodservice website: Application for Free/Reduced Meals and
Fees . The upcoming Dental Screening also requests completion of this application.

https://columbus.aasd.k12.wi.us//
https://www.facebook.com/columbusABS/
https://foodservice.aasd.k12.wi.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=3244650
https://foodservice.aasd.k12.wi.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=3244650


Fro� th� des� of M�. Canno�……………………..

Hello Families-

Thank you for your support for a great start to the school year! We are looking forward to meeting with you
at our upcoming Parent-Teacher Conferences on Thursday, October 12th, or Tuesday, October 17th. You
should have received a form to complete indicating your preferences for dates and times that work best
for you. We are looking forward to sharing with you early successes, current levels of performance, and
formulating home-school partnerships and strategies to support the learning for our students!

Besides Parent Teacher Conferences, we have two other opportunities for families to be at school and
supporting our school community🙂. We would love to see you at our upcoming Family Literacy Night
beginning at 3:30 on Friday, October 6th. We plan on utilizing the first Fridays of the month for most
months of the school year to have family engagement activities knowing the Boys & Girls Club is not in
operation during those days. On Thursday, October 26th, beginning at 5:30 we will have our annual Trunk
or Treat event on the COL playground followed by our Fall Family Dance/Activity Night from 6:00 to 7:30.
There is no school for students the following day as staff has a professional development day. This event
is when students can wear their costumes to school. Please do not send your child to school with a
costume during October. Students are welcome to wear halloween colors or shirts recognizing the day on
the 31st but we won’t have costumes on at school; thank you for your support and understanding.

At Orientation Night last week we discussed a number of items including ways to support learning at
home. In summary, some of the best ways to not only spend time together as a family but to also support
our students' learning is to play games and read together. These home activities do not need to reflect or
feel like school activities. Card games and board games often involve simple number operations that build
students' math fluency such as Cribbage, Yahtzee, Chutes & Ladders, and Monopoly. Reading twenty
minutes per day at home with high interest text helps expose students to nearly two million more words in
print per year compared to not reading at home. Involving children with home activities such as making
decisions with purchases and with preparing meals provides context to the skills being developed in our
classrooms. With increased exposure to technology, some students have spent less time engaging with
things like coloring books which help to build stamina for
writing activities when in school and early practice with developing fine motor skills.

It has been a wonderful opening to this school year! The students have been responding well and we
enjoy our time together so much! Thank you for your time and support with having students attend
regularly and ready to learn.

Best,
Joel

St Joe’s Food Pantry provides food bags for each Thursday to Columbus and ABS
families in need. If your family would benefit from this service, please contact our
school social worker by emailing mcinnesrobert@aasd.k12.wi.us

PICTURE DAY OCT 3: Picture day will be done as a PROOF PICTURE DAY. Students will receive a printed form on
picture day with their image choices (proofs) along with online ordering instructions. Orders will be due seven
days following picture day. Any orders received after picture day will be delayed in processing and will take
several additional weeks to arrive at school. If you are unable to pay by credit card online, please call
Harmann Studios for alternate payment methods. Any questions please call Harmann Studios at 800-236-8910.

mailto:mcinnesrobert@aasd.k12.wi.us




Important message about birthdays and other celebrations:
Please do not bring in snacks/treats for birthdays or other celebrations. The AASD Board Policy (458) regarding Student
Wellness was updated in 2018 in order to align our school wellness procedures with best practices. This change is to focus
on honoring students through more inclusive practices that are not only more aligned to the updated policy, but are
practices identified as being best for overall student health and wellness. Policy 458 reads:

The Columbus PTO would love to have you join us! Our next meeting is Monday, Oct 16 in the
LMC. The meeting runs 4:00-5:00 PM. PTO membership is FREE and activities for kids are provided
in the art room by neighborhood middle schoolers for the duration of the meeting.



















STUDENT NAME: _________________________________________ GRADE:_________________________


